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BENTLEY | revivat i 8 


Front Cover Photo: the new Bentley Eight — basically a Mulsanne with stiffened front suspension, slightly reduced 
interior trim and as its main external distinguishing feature, a wire mesh grille reminiscent of the famous Bentleys of the 
‘twenties. (Photograph courtesy of Rolls-Royce Motors Ltd.) 
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EDITORIAL 


For fear of stating the obvious, this 
magazine would be nothing without 
its contributors. There has been no 
shortage of these lately — in fact this 
issue is largely filled with material 
that | was unable to fit into the 
August edition. However, | would 
like to urge all those who have never 
contributed an article to PRAECLAR- 
UM to do so — and those who have, 
don’t stop now! | am sure there is at 
least one good article inside each 
and every member! Perhaps you 
have just completed a restoration. If 
so, let’s hear about it — hopefully 
with “before”, “during” and “after” 
photographs. Many of our members 
own unique and very interesting 
cars that are often little known or 
unknown to the majority of the 
members. A photograph and a few 
words describing the car and _ its 
history would be very much 
appreciated by PRAECLARUM 
readers. 


The keen-eyed will notice that this 
issue reaches page 1000 — surely a 
milestone (1.61 kilometre stone?) for 
the current format PRAECLARUM, 
inaugurated by Bill Coburn in 1974. 
| look forward with keen anticipa- 
tion to the next 1000 pages! 


An apology is due to Vic. Branch 
member Ralph Pearson, whose Sil- 
ver Shadow Il SRH33684 appears 
(second from right) in the front row 
of cars in the August issue front 
cover photo. For some unaccount- 
able reason details of Ralph’s car 
were omitted from the caption. This 
was particularly regrettable in view 
of the fact that Ralph and SRH33684 
were the winners of the Silver Sha- 
dow Trophy. Sorry about that Ralph! 
Another correction: Joe and Angela 
Quattrochi’s $1 (p.977) is Chassis 
No. B151CM, not B151CN as 
stated. 

| have received a number of com- 
ments on the new-found purity of 
Latin usage and spelling in our 
magazine title and the Royce motto 


986 


at the foot of each front page. Roger 
Thiedeman’s remark, however, is 
worth reproducing here: “You will 
notice that | have spelled the name 
of the journal in the manner recom- 
mended by Fred Robinson — | shall 
be uery carefvl how I spell it in the 
fvtvre!!” 


| have also, from time to time, 
received requests to have the maga- 
zine sent to an altered address and | 
would like to stress that | am merely 
the editor. | am not involved in any 
way in mailing the magazine out to 
members. That task is most ably 
carried out by Eric and May Goudie 
— but do not sent changes of 
address to them either! Eric and May 
simply attach the stickers, forwarded 
by your Branch, to the envelopes. 
So, please advise your BRANCH 
SECRETARY of any change of 
address. Any complaints regarding 
errors and omissions, or the general 
declining quality of the magazine, 
should be sent to me, but | don’t 
want to know about your change of 
address, unless you are one of the 
Office Bearers listed on the back 

page! 
Martin Bennett 


FROM THE FEDERAL 
SECRETARY 
FEDERAL RALLY 


The excellent August edition of 
PRAECLARUM (and doesn’t every 
issue seem to keep getting better!!) 
gave a good account of the Federal 
Rally. A photographic list will short- 
ly be circulated to all members who 
may wish to purchase photographs 
taken by the various photographers 
at the Rally. 


SYDNEY MOTOR SHOW 


The Sydney Motor Show was, | 
understand, quite a success with 
York Motors exhibiting the latest 
Camargue, Corniche and Silver Spir- 
it models. | have it on good authority 
that some orders were taken! 


FEDERAL REGISTER 


Our hardworking Federal Reg- 
istrar, John Fittler, has been busy 
with his computer, updating the 
draft Register that was circulated at 
the Federal Rally at Bathurst. He is 
hopeful of being able to include the 
first section with this issue of Praec- 
larum. Thereafter the Federal Regis- 
ter may be updated on an annual 
basis and members are urged to 
supply John with any amendments, 
additions or other corrections to the 


Register, on a regular basis, in order 
that he may feed this information 
into the computer. There will 
obviously be errors or omissions, but 
these will continue unless members 
bring these to John’s attention. His 
address and phone number appear 
on the back of PRAECLARUM. 


BRANCH ACTIVITIES 


| enjoy receiving the regular news- 
letters from the various Branches 
giving details of their varied activi- 
ties. The overall trend certainly 
appears to be that of growth both 
from the point of view of club 
membership numbers and various 
club activities. Keep up the good 
work! 


ROLLS-ROYCE AUCTIONS 


There appears to have been, in 
New South Wales, a spate of auc- 
tions exhibiting cars of interest to 
our members. The late Jumbo God- 
dard’s collection of vintage and 
thoroughbred cars and motor bikes, 
automobilia, steam models and arti- 
facts, clocks and marine models was 
auctioned at the Hilton Hotel on 8th 
& 9th October 1984. 


On 20th & 21st October 1984 the 
regular Pickles auction at Sydney 
saw several Rolls-Royce and Bentley 
cars go under the hammer including 
the following: (Highest bids shown). 


1921 Silver Ghost (76 UG) Limousine, fully 
restored — $44,000 
1923 20h.p. (59 $7) Barker Tourer, 
excellent, original — $36,500 
1926 Phantom | (96 LC) two-seater drophead 
coupe, ex-Fagan — $30,000 
1926 20h.p.(GAJ 29) Saloon by Maddox 
and Sons — Withdrawn 
1927 Phantom | (52 UF) 7-seater Saloon by 
Supreme, low mileage — $30,000 
SOLD 
1929 Phantom | (59 OR) Tourer ex-Packard, 
fully restored — $41,000 
1939 Phantom III (3DL 108) Sports Saloon, 
ex-Fagan — $37,000 
1948 Bentley Mk.V1, sound and original — $7,500 
1949 Silver Dawn, sound and original — $16,000 


SOLD 
1955 Bentley R-type, one owner, 76,000 
miles — $13,900 
SOLD 
1956 Silver Wraith 7-passenger Limousine 
by Park Ward — $20,000 


On 15th & 16th December 1984 
the Frank Illich collection will be 
auctioned by George Green Motor 
Museum at Leppington. Cars for 
auction will include: 


1912 L to E Silver Ghost 

1922 20 hop. 

1924 Silver Ghost Phaeton 

Rolls-Royce and Bentley Instruc- 
tion Books 


Recent sales have seen David 
Jones’ 1913 Silver Ghost Roi de 
Belges Chassis No. 2617 sold to 
America, but David has replaced 
this beautiful car with an equally 
beautiful vehicle, Peter McGrath’s 
1912 London to Edinburgh Tourer 
Chassis No. 1910E. Peter has also 
recently sold his 1921 Cunard 
bodied 40/50 h.p. Tourer Chassis 
No. 65UE to Jeremy Green in West- 
ern Australia. 
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MARKET PLACE 


Members are reminded of the 
facility available in each issue of 
PRAECLARUM whereby members’ 
motor vehicles or parts, for sale or 
wanted, may be advertised free of 
charge. Non-members are also en- 
couraged to advertise with charge 
being a nominal $15.00. Please 
support this section of the magazine. 
Advertisements for cars for sale con- 
tinue to come in with no asking 
price quoted. It should be stressed 
that chassis number and price must 
be quoted or your advertisement 
cannot be included. 


Keith Wherry 
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pitch 
It does not mention centre-lock wheels — it just “¥* 
says, “Instruct your.chauffeur to replace the wheel’’. 
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FROM THE BRANCHES 
QUEENSLAND 


The Club in Queensland is en- 
joying an unprecedented increase in 
membership and we are getting 
some quite superb and interesting 
cars in the club register. Our annual 
President’s run organised on 19th 
August, attracted a total of no fewer 
than 57 people with a fine turnout of 
cars from a 20h.p. Doctor’s Coupé 
up to a Silver Wraith Il. This was 
held at a restaurant in the Gold 
Coast hinterland which proved a 
very popular venue. 


One of our most recent highly 
successful outings was “British Car 
Day” which was organised with the 
help and assistance of other car 
clubs with British manufactured 
vehicles. A total of 27 car clubs were 
invited and attracted a grand total of 


273 cars. It was a very highly orga- 
nised and run day and many prizes 
were offered for cars and drivers. It 
was extremely pleasing to receive 
the many accolades heaped upon 
the poeple who did such a fine job 
for the day. The Club turned out a 
truly magnificent display of fine 
machinery with a grand total of 25 
vehicles on parade from a magnifi- 
cent 1912 Silver Ghost Roi De 
Belges, in pristine condition and in 
one family ownership since 1926, to 
the latest Silver Spirit. We would be 
delighted to welcome any interstate 
members to our outings and meet- 
ings when in Queensland. Please 
contact any of our committee as on 
the back page of this magazine. 


Keith Brennan 


* 


Above: part of the RROC contingent at the “British Car Day”. Left to Right: 
25/30 GH026 (Guy Freeman), 20/25 GBA66 (Alan Hazelton), 20h.p. GZK21 
(Graham Singer) and SG 62FW (also owned by Graham Singer). 
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A.C.T. 


August 19th. day rally by the A.C.T. Branch to the Black Stag Deer Park, near 
Goulburn. Some of the cars in attendance were (above, left to right) Laurie 
and Lorraine Holmes’ T (SBH4449), Penn Bradly’s SCI (SDD 444), Dennis 
Morris’ SS (SRH12875), Martin and Manuela Bennett’s $1 (B367AP), Jeremy 
Gregg’s SD (SDB 64) and Dennis Morris’ $1 (B18OFA — driven by lan Dunn). 
Below: SDD 444 and the Bradly family departing homeward, seen off by Bill 
and Jane Coburn. 
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VICTORIA 
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September 23rd. day rally by the Victoria Branch to Point Cook RAAF 
Base. Above (left to right): Roy Mackenzie’s SW Park Ward saloon 
(WOF 49), Ed Porte’s SSII (SRH30942) and Geoff Down's 
Mk.V1 (B365MB). 


MORE ON TYRES FOR SILVER 
DAWNS AND MkVI/R BENTLEYS 


Herewith some notes on tyres for 
Silver Dawns and MkVI/R Bentleys. | 
previously wrote some notes on this 
subject in PRAECLARUM of Decem- 
ber 1980, and also October 1982 
when | foreshadowed my trial of RS5 
Dunlops following disappointment 
with radials. 


| have driven a Mark VI fitted with 
radials on 15” wheels and certainly 
the car is improved, as it would 
doubtless be on the 16” radials as 
used on the Range Rover. However 
noise levels, heaviness when man- 
oeuvring and excessive “bump- 
thump” outweight the benefits to my 
mind. 


The information provided by Penn 
Bradly on this subject was of interest 
(PRAECLARUM 4-84). However, it 
should be pointed out that two other 
alternatives are available to Dawn 
and Mark V! owners. These are: 

1. Dunlop RSS 6.70 16. | fitted a 
set of these to my Dawn a year ago 
and find they are the best tyres | 
have had on the car in over 100,000 
miles of continuous use. Speed rat- 
ing is more than adequate, and the 
fact that the tread pattern continues 
around the shoulder of the tyre 
minimizes the well-known effect on 
the steering of tramlines and other 
longitudinal road ridges. The price is 
admittedly high but well worth 
while in view of the advantages. 


2. It is feasible to cut down the 
wheels to 15”, so that the readily 
available 15” radial tyres, of 
appropriate section to secure the 
correct rolling radius, may be fitted. 
Brass or aluminium wheel discs can 
be spun to replace the original ones, 
so that the appearance is virtually 
unaltered. 


| believe, however, that it is destr- 
able to adhere as closely as possible 
to original tyre size and type in older 
cars, and that despite the advantages 
of radials, a good cross-ply tyre is 
preferable for reasons of smooth- 
ness, silence and reduced stress on 
wheelbearings etc, so would recom- 
mend the RS5 as the best comprom- 
ise. They are imported from England 
on special order by Antique Tyre 
Supplies, of 134 McEwan Rd., West 
Heidelberg, Vic. 3081. 
John Floyd, 
Victoria 
Left (left to right): Gil Ralph’s 20/25 
H.J.Mulliner saloon (GTK 20), Ron 
Benson's SS (SRH10916) and Greg 
Scott’s SCI (SXC 559). Photos by 
Graham Cornish. 
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A RECORD TO BE BROKEN 


What R.R.O.C. member knows of 
a record to beat this one? The 
number of Rolls-Royce produced 
models to be driven and an un- 
broken sixty-five years’ current driv- 
er’s licence. He told me he is think- 
ing of calling it a day when the 
licence comes up for renewal next 
time. 


Motor cars were not that common- 
place when he first took an interest 
in them and he “got the hang of it” 
while still a small boy; He had the 
good fortune of being associated 
with a couple of intricate makes that 
few of us have done more than seen 
a picture of. An early veteran Re- 
nault and a 1908 Brush. His older 
brother was an English trained motor 
mechanic and he bought this Brush 
in a dismantled condition. Young 
Bertie, baby of the Ward family was 
allowed to look on and encouraged 
to try his hand at bolting pieces of it 
together while big brother was res- 
toring his prize meticulously to run- 
ning condition. This was valuable 
training for Bert’s juvenile brain as a 
Brush is no ordinary automobile and 
was far ahead of its time, featuring 
an automatic gearbox with two for- 
wards and reverse, independent 
coil-spring suspension on all four 
wheels and an unusual innovation 
of front and rear axles of wood. Also 
a wooden chassis frame. The one 
cylinder engine ran backwards (anti- 
clockwise) with a large fly wheel. 
The Brush was chain driven by a 
sprocket on each back wheel. 


Good fortune still prevailing on 
Bert’s side, their father bought a 
house at Croydon, N.S.W., to where 
they moved from Camperdown. The 
Croydon home had a long driveway 
running by the side of the house to 
the gate and a big lawned area. It 
was here he started to drive the 
Brush; driving out of the garage right 
up the driveway, reversing and turn- 
ing on the lawns encouraged by an 
understanding brother. When he 
thought Bert was good enough he 
took him out onto the road for more 
driving. Like Fred Royce, the right 
kind of people seemed to be around 
with assistance when needed and in 
this case it was the nextdoor neigh- 
bour who owned a two cylinder 
Renault. He also took Bert out and 
taught him to drive. This neighbour 
later bought a Studebaker and that 
improved the boy’s versatility with 
car handling and it was in the 
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“Studie” that Bert eventually got his 
driving license on October the 
6th... 1920. 


Bert Ward’s first job after leaving 
school was on a farm. This was in 
accordance with his good mother’s 
wishes. A clean, healthy life in open 
air in the country is a very attractive 
occupation for any lad, but not so 
for the Ward boy. With his very 
early life steeped in the mechanics 
of this comparatively new form of 
locomotion and big brother already 
a motor mechanic it is not hard to 
imagine Bert’s disliking for farm 
work and at the early age of 14 years 
he was on the payroll of the makers 
of “The Best Car in the World”; as 
soon as he reached the required age 
he was apprenticed to Mr. B.A. Peat, 
the man Mr. Frederick Royce sent 
out from England to establish the 
first service station in Australia to 
look after his fine motor cars. After 
receiving his driving licence Mr. 
Peat taught him how to drive a 
Rolls-Royce, a 1912 Silver Ghost 
with a three-speed gearbox, Chassis 
No. 1492. Since then Bert has driven 
nearly every model of car that has 
come out of the Rolls-Royce factory 
up to the Silver Shadow. This in- 
cludes all Silver Ghost series, all 
models of the Phantoms, I, Il, Ill and 
V. No Phantoms IV (the ones built 
for Royalty and Heads of State only) 
came to Australia, but in 1958, 
when he was offered the chance to 
drive one while in England he was 
called to a special meeting with the 
late W.S. Bull, the Head of Hythe 
Road. However, at this time he did 
drive AX—201. Also, Bert has driven 
all models of the 20h.p., 20/25, 
25/30 and Wraith. Then after the 
war Came all the models of the Silver 
Wraith and Silver Clouds I, tl and III. 
Next the Silver Shadows. The first 
one arrived in.Melbourne and was 
landed by Kellow Falkiner on behalf 
of the factory Representative, the 
late Jack Vidler. Chassis No. 
SRH 1011, arrived 21st Feb. 1966. 
Bert Ward went down to Melbourne 
with Jack Vidler and drove it back to 
Sydney and it was put on show at 
York Motors in William St., after- 
wards registered and used by Ken 
Wright, Head of Rolls-Royce of Au- 
stralia. Reg. No. EMS-814. 


Bert also drove all models of the 
Silver Dawn, the first landed in 
September 1949. Chassis No. 
SBA18. He also drove one of the 
“For export to America” model Sil- 


ver Dawns — manual gearbox and 
steering column gear-change. 


Then, of course, were the Bentleys 
made by R-R Ltd.. The 3% litre, the 
4% litre, then the 41% litre with 
overdrive 4th gear — this was chas- 
sis No. B139MX purchased second- 
hand in England and arrived in 
Sydney 13th. September, 1948. A 
later model of the pre-war Bentley 
was produced but it never made the 
market due to the war. It was an 
Overdrive 41% litre on a new chassis 
with front independent coil 


springing. 


In 1947 came the MK VI Bentley. 
The first one landed here was chas- 
sis No. B208AK and was delivered 
15th. August, 1947. The R Series 
followed and then the S Series up to 
the T Series but as Bert Ward retired 
then he has not driven the later 
models. 


As a matter of further interest, the 
cars owned by this well known and 
respected man amongst Rolls-Royce 
and Bentley owners (and this might 
surprise you as you won't see your 
favourite make mentioned) are as 
follows. In 1927 he bought his first 
car, a 1926 Bullnose Morris. 1929 
he bought a 1928 Chev. 4 tourer 
National. Come 1930 and Bert 
bought a 1929 Chevrolet sedan, one 
of the first 6-cylinder cars made by 
them. This he kept ‘til he purchased 
a new 1935 Chev. Master Sedan. 
This would be the first Chev. with 
Knee Action. In 1937 another new 
Chev. Sedan Master. Yet another 
new Master Sedan by Chevrolet in 
1939 and of course it was the last 
until after the war when in 1951 
being now with York Motors he was 
able to get a big reduction on new 
cars each twelve months and follow- 
ing the ‘51 Morris Oxford came a 
52,53, '54,'55 and ‘56. In 1957 he 
changed to a Simca but in ‘59 it was 
back to a Morris, a Major this time 
and the same in ‘60, ’61 and ‘62 and 
then in 1964 a Morris 1100. In 1966 
Bert tried an Austin 1800 and his 
present car is an Austin 1800 auto- 
matic with only 26,500 miles on the 
clock since 1969. On page 194 of 
PRAECLARUM 76-5 is a nice photo 
of Bert Ward sitting in his very first, 
wholly owned motor car, and feel- 
ing as proud as Jim Redman in his 
winning Corniche Convertible, 
DRH14436. 


Ernest. J. Venables 
Queensland 


Above: 40YB at Graystone Mansion, Beverly Hills, California, on the 
occasion of the 75th. Birthday of the well known Ghost in the foreground! 
July 25th, 1982. Below: the Waring Bros. body has nice plain lines and is 
rugged, but of light weight, giving the car a splightly feel and good hill 
climbing ability in fourth gear. 
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A SILVER GHOST BY ANY 
OTHER NAME WOULDN'T 
BE 


Owning a pre-World War | Silver 
Ghost had been an obsession with 
me for several years before the 
opportunity arose to buy one while 
on a visit to Sydney in April 1972. 

Through a friend, | met George 
Sevenoaks who owned a 1914 
Ghost, 40 YB. At eleven o’clock of a 
rainy night, after a few glasses of 
wine and a delicious dinner, she 
looked like a real sharp car — only a 
little cleaning and polishing needed. 
Funny joke! 

A deal was struck and in less than 
a month | was taking my new 
plaything out of a container at the 
harbour. It was then that the enormi- 
ty of my folly was driven home. 
There is not time nor space here to 
enumerate all of the items that cried 
out for attention. My fantasy about 
just putting in gas and oil and having 
fun rapidly evaporated. 

Then ensued an eternity of con- 
centrated work. First, | took the car 
down to the last bolt and surveyed 
the parts and pieces. Many of those 
parts that weren't missing were 
bruised, battered or broken. | spend 
unrecorded hours, and late into the 
night working on this project. A 
Silver Ghost is not like a Model-T 
Ford. There are possibly twenty-five 
times more parts, with one hundred 
times more chance for foul-up. Any- 
way, after what seemed like a mille- 
nium, things started going back 
together and a car gradually 
emerged out of the chaos. One thing 
| discovered, although Australia was 
a rough country on early auto- 
mobiles, the chassis of 40 YB had 
never been bent and it is in perfect 
shape — straight and true. 


Along the way, | dug up a tremb- 
ler coil, reproduced a transmission- 
driven air fuel pump, and made a 
three-way swap to get rid of the 
23-inch snap-ring wheels in ex- 
change for the original-type 895 x 
135 beaded-edge wheels — three of 
the many items that were wrong or 
missing. After those five and one- 
half long years, | began to enjoy the 
fruits of my effort. 

The chassis 40 YB was completed 
about 1914. Here is a capsule his- 
tory: Bought by C.S. Cockburn, 10} 
Lancaster Gate, Birmingham, Eng- 
land; despatched to Flewitt’s, Alma 
St., Birmingham for installation of a 
landaulette body. Sometime later it 
turned up in Melbourne, owned by a 
wealthy businessman named Conn- 


abere. The record shows that some 
Misses Whippel of “Avoca”, South 
Yarra, Melbourne also owned the 
Car. 

After the above, it was all down- 
hill for a while as a Mr. Percy 
Speakman of Caulfield, Victoria in 
about 1930 dismantled the landau- 
Jette body and mounted a Packard 
sedan body, welded disc wheels on 
to the hubs and turned it into a taxi. 
After Speakman died the car had 
several owners and ended up with a 
man named Joseph Morton, and it 
was finally consigned to a vacant lot 


by him. 
) Now entered Jim Cooper of Pre- <4 ca 
ston, now living in Yarrambat, Vic- ea ee neig m a 


BENTLEY TWINS: above: photographed in the grounds of Camden Park, 
home of the McArthur-Onslows, are 1977 T2 $BH31930 (owned by Nick 
Eddy of Sydney) and $3 Continental Flying Spur BC126XC (formerly owned 
by Keith Wherry). Interesting number plates! Below: S series saloons owned 
by the editor and a distinguished former editor of PRAECLARUM. Left is Bill 


toria, who around 1958 rescued 
40 YB from the vacant lot, the 
wheels sitting deep in mud. Cooper 
despatched the sedan body to the 
rubbish heap, removed the disc 


wheels, installed the 23-inch wire 
wheels and rounded up the Waring 
Bros. touring body, which was origi- 
nally on a 1913 Mercedes, that now 
reposes on the chassis. 

After having a lot of fun out of the 
car, Cooper sold it to a department 
store in Sydney that painted it yel- 
low and hired a chauffeur to drive it 
around town with advertising signs 
plastered on it. Sevenoaks bought it 
about 1965 and I stumbled into the 
picture in 1972. 

Bringing back 40 YB has been a 
great challenge with a lot of work. | 
wouldn’t have missed it for the 
world. 


DICK PHILIPPI, 

12020 Rives Avenue, 
Downey, California 90242. 
Member, Victoria Branch, 
R-R.O.C. of Australia. 


Dear Mr. Bennett, 


Some 12 to 18 months ago, your 
predecessor as Editor of PRAECLAR- 
UM, Commander St. John Herbert, 
kindly gave me permission to repro- 
duce certain items of technical data 
from PRAECLARUM in a volume of 
technical information which | was 
putting together for the N.Z. Rolls- 
Royce & Bentley Club. 


Coburn’s $2 B45CT and right is the present editor’s $1 B367AP. 


LETTER TO THE EDITOR 


At the time, | promised to let him 
have a copy of the completed 
volume, and I’m now making good 
on that promise. 


The enclosed volume is a collec- 
tion of Technical Notes which have 
appeared in our Club Newsletter 
over a period of some years. If there 
is anything here which you would 
like to make use of, or reproduce in 
a future issue of PRAECLARUM, 
please feel free to do so. We would, 
of course, appreciate acknowledge- 
ment. 


Similarly, if any of your members 
wanted to purchase a copy of our 
Technical Manual — 1984, | feel 
sure that supplies could be arranged. 
The price is $NZ5 plus postage. 


Kind regards, 


Ken White, 
Chairman. 

31A Mohaka Street, 
Wainuiomata, 
Lower Hutt, 

NEW ZEALAND. 


! certainly recommend this Manu- 
al to R.R.O.C. members, particularly 
those who own post-war cars and 
carry out their own mechanical 
work. A few hints and tips from the 
Manual will be reproduced in future 
issues of PRAECLARUM. — Ed. 


RECENT 
DEVELOPMENTS 
FROM 

CREWE 


Right: The Phantom VI (this is the 
very rare Landaulette version). The 
Company had entertained thoughts 
of halting production of this incredi- 
ble motor car by the end of 1985. 
However, it is pleasing to be able to 
announce that the U.K. Government 
has allowed an easement of type 
approval regulations for the Phan- 
tom VI Limousine which will now 
remain in production until the end 
of 1988. Only three cars a year will 
be made and the first for 1986 has 
already been sold! Before you rush a 
telegram off to Crewe to have your 
name placed on the order list, it 
should be borne in mind that the 
Phantom VI is not made for Australia 
(or the United States) due to design 
rule requirements. The U.K. price is 
a staggering £212,000. 
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Below: The resurrection of the Bentley marque from almost certain oblivion 
commenced with the 1982 launching of that latter day Blower Bentley, the 
Mulsanne Turbo. This ultra-high performance model will account for around 
10 per cent of the 2,200 or so cars built by Rolls-Royce this year. Turn the 
page for more on the Bentley Revival. 


THE ROLLS-ROYCE 
SILVER SPUR LIMOUSINE 


FRANCO BRITANNIC 


25, rue P.-V. Couturier, 92300 Levallois-France 
Tel. : (01) 757.50.80 / Telex : 620420 


Above: This is the six-door Silver 
Spur referred to in the Federal 
Secretary’s notes in the June issue 
(3-84, page 951). As can be 
gathered from the view of the 
amazingly comprehensively 
equipped rear compartment (lower 
photo), the centre doors would be 
unlikely to serve any practical 
purpose, which has led to their 
being omitted from the “production” 
version of the “stretched” Spur (see 
advertisement, left). The wheelbase 
of this new model is a massive 
406cm. (160in.) — some sixteen 
inches longer even than that of the 
huge Phantom VI, which it will no 
doubt eventually replace. As well as 
the now commonplace audio tape 
playing equipment, the rear 
compartment of the Silver Spur 7- 
passenger Limousine comes 
complete with a colour television 
and a video tape machine. It is 
considered to be not at all unlikely 
that a suitable version could be 
made to suit Australian design 
requirements, but before you rush 
for your cheque-books — the U.K. 
price is £150,600!!! (Photographs 
courtesy of Rolls-Royce Motors Ltd. 
Franco Britannic Advertisement 
from Leo Hawkins, Victoria.) 
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Below: The resurrection of the Bentley marque from almost certain oblivion 
commenced with the 1982 launching of that latter day Blower Bentley, the 
Mulsanne Turbo. This ultra-high performance model will account for around 
10 per cent of the 2,200 or so cars built by Rolls-Royce this year. Turn the 
page for more on the Bentley Revival. 


The facia of the Eight is veneered in straight grained walnut as a departure from the traditional burr walnut. A 
conventional (VDO) clock and outside temperature gauge are fitted in lieu of the digital display common to other 


models in the current range. 


Dealers give their 
judgment 


NINETY key members of the Rolls- 
Royce dealer network were treated 
to a special preview of the new 
Bentley Eight at their convention. 

Its appearance, says Company 
Chief Executive Richard Perry, fired 
every one of the delegates with 
enthusiasm and optimism. 

Here’s what some of the dealers 
are saying: 

Lord Stokes, non-executive 
chairman, Jack Barclay: “t think the 
car is at the right price and | think it’s 
in the right sector of the 
marketplace. 

“I am absolutely confident, 
without any hesitation, that it’s 
going to be a winner, not only in the 
United Kingdom but throughout the 
world. 

“It’s a car with the distinctive 
personality appeal for the man who 
wants to drive himself and show that 
he is a leader in his own particular 
class.” 

Bob McLean, director and general 
manager, Jack Barclay: “The looks 
of the new Bentley will appeal much 
more to younger motorists and the 
price at under £50,000 means it will 
sell. 

“It will not compete with 
Mulsanne, it will not compete with 
the Turbo, so it’s bound to move us 
into a new market.” 

Martin Atkinson, general 
manager, P.J. Evans, Dudley: “It’s a 
great commitment on Rolls-Royce 
Motors’ part to promote Bentley. | 


think this is a very good idea 
indeed.” 

Douglas Green, proprietor, 
Hadley Green Garages: “The car is 
priced absolutely right, which is the 
important thing. | think Bentley now 
has a good future: It’s something I’ve 
personally wanted for a long while.” 

Victor Barclay, managing 
director, Jack Barclay: “I'm a total 
Bentley enthusiast. | think the 
pricing of the car is spot-on...| 
couldn’t be more enthusiastic after 
today.” 

Bill Somerville, Rolls-Royce sales 
manager, P.J. Evans, Birmingham: 
“I’m very impressed by the 
marketing effort behind it.” 

lan Appleyard, chairman 
Appleyard Group: “I think Bentley 


Eight is a wonderful idea because it 
gives us a new Starting point. We 
can appeal to a completely new area 
of customer. 

“The modern world is associated 
with this kind of car, and while we 
are still keeping the Rolls-Royce 
image | am certain we can develop a 
new market.” 


Peter Cole, managing director, 
Rolls-Royce division Mann Egerton: 
“It’s been well thought out, and 
many people in the network have 
felt there was a need for a car which 
remained at a more competitive 
price. 

“lam particularly pleased with the 
application and aptitude that Rolls- 
Royce management and staff are 
applying to their cars.” 


This interior view shows that the mirrors in the rear quarters, which have been 
a feature of every “Standard Saloon” body since 1946, are absent on the Eight. 


However, the quality of materials and finish are in no way reduced. 


From Rolls-Royce Motors “VOICE”, 
August, 1984: 


NEW MODEL 
CONTINUES 
BENTLEY 
REVIVAL 


GR-EIGHT! That's the verdict on the 
Bentley Eight, the latest exciting 
addition to the range of Bentley 
motor cars manufactured by Rolls- 
Royce Motors. 

The Eight, tailormade for today’s 
young businessman seeking top- 
quality motoring with a true sense of 
performance, was given a_ public 
unveiling in the City of London. 

As well as the introduction of the 
Eight, which is already in the 
showrooms, the occasion also 
marked the relaunch of the entire 
Bentley range — the Mulsanne, 
Mulsanne Turbo and the new-look, 
two-door convertible Continental, a 
name revived to replace Corniche. 

The Eight, the latest thoroughbred 
from the Crewe “stable,” has been 
enthusiastically welcomed by 
dealers and key motoring journalists 
alike. 

It possesses all the classic 
hallmarks associated with the 
company’s cars and, at less than 
£50,000, it is the keenest priced 
model in the range. 


Company chiefs believe that this 
careful pricing, coupled with the 
car's many other attributes, will 
bring Bentley ownership within 
range of many more potential 
customers. 

The introduction of the Eight is 
part of Rolls-Royce Motors’ strategy 
to give the marque a new and 
distinct character and appeal, and 
completes a remarkable 
“resurrection” for Bentley. 


Just over two years ago sales of 
Bentley-badged variants of Rolls- 
Royce models fell to around five per 
cent of total output, and the 
company seriously considered 
shelving the famous old name. 


Said Peter Ward, Managing 
Director, Rolls-Royce Motors Sales 
and Marketing Division: “There was 
considerable heart-searching about 
the marque’s future but decisions 
were reached then to use the name 
for Mulsanne Turbo.” 


The resurgence of interest in 
Bentley, sparked off by the Turbo’s 
success since its 1982 launch in 
Geneva, has given the marque a 
dramatic new lease of life which the 
Eight is all set to build on. 


Bentley sales now account for 22 
per cent of production and 
customers world wide face a 5-6 
month waiting list. 

Rolls-Royce Motors plans to 
manufacture more than 100 Bentley 
Eights each year, and it is estimated 
that total Bentley production will 
account for 40 per cent of. the 


company’s output within the next 
three years. 

BENTLEY EIGHT will not grab 
sales from other models in the 
current Rolls-Royce and Bentley 
range. 

Instead, says the Company, it will 
come into its own special and 
unique niche in the marketplace. 

Bentley Eight will be marketed 
strongly to young entrepreneurs who 
want top-quality comfort, classic 
styling and the enjoyment of driving 
with a sense of performance. 

The front suspension is firmer than 
on other Bentley models, which 
helps the car’s sporting 
characteristics. 

Considerable research has shown 
that Bentley appeals to an audience 
of younger owner-drivers who want 
just what the new model offers 
them, and the attractive price gives 
younger businessmen the chance to 
move up to Bentley, probably for the 
first time. 

Said Peter Ward, Managing 
Director, Rolls-Royce Motors Sales 
and Marketing Division: “The 
marque’s tradition and history are 
impressive and legendary, and 
things such as the five Le Mans 
victories back in the Twenties were 
absolutely marvellous in their time. 

“But that has very little to do with 
how we shall present this product. 
The Bentley Eight is a fabulous 
motor car very much about today 
and tomorrow, with an identity of its 
own and not simply a badge on a 
radiator.” 
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This interior view shows that the mirrors in the rear quarters, which have been 
a feature of every “Standard Saloon” body since 1946, are absent on the Eight. 
However, the quality of materials and finish are in no way reduced. 


Similar styling was continued for the $1 Continental, 
though with a higher front wingline. 


Park Ward’s Continental designs were perhaps rather 
more restrained than Mulliner’s. This is a Park Ward S17 
Continental two-door sports saloon... 


: 
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For the $2 Continental Mulliners forsook their famous 
“fastback” styling for their two-door Continental in 
favour of this particularly sleek design. The wrap-around 
glass front and rear is perhaps a little passé to the 
modern eye. 


James Young’s Continental four-door saloon for the S2. 
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All photos courtesy of Rolls-Royce Motors (from the 
editor’s collection). 


From 1957, four-door coachwork became available on 
the Bentley Continental chassis. H.J.Mulliner’s design 
was Called the Flying Spur and remained largely 
unchanged through $1, $2 and $3. This is their S2 Flying 
Spur. 


...and the same firm’s drophead coupé, also on the $1 
Continental chassis. 


Park Ward took the bold step of abandoning tradition 
almost entirely for the $2 Continental. The result was this 
very lithe drophead coupé. 
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For the $3 Continental, all coachbuilders’ designs 
remained unchanged except for the adoption of the 
familiar four headlight system. The Park Ward design 
shown here incorporated this feature in a particularly 
novel and stylish manner. This is the drophead coupé, 
but a two-door saloon with similar styling was also 
offered by the coachbuilder — by then the combined 
firm H.J.Mulliner, Park Ward. 


GOING 
CONTINENTAL 
—INA 
MODERN WAY 


THE elegant Bentley R-Type 
Continental, launched in 1952, set 
new standards in easy long-distance 
driving in its day. 

Now, more than 30 years on, its 
successor proudly bearing the same 
name is destined to do likewise. 
Today’s version, largely based on 
the Corniche, which it supersedes, 
has colour keyed bumpers and wing 
mirrors, re-styled front seats 
incorporating lumbar adjustments, 
and a re-designed facia. 

U.K. list price for this stylish, 
coachbuit model is £76,108. 


CONTINENTALS OF YORE 


The model designation Continen- 
tal, as applied to Bentley cars, dates 
from 1952 when the first of a series 
of 208 lightweight, streamlined ver- 
sions of the R-type took to the roads. 
The famous coachbuiding firm H.J. 
Mulliner & Co. Ltd. was commis- 
sioned to build the sleek two-door 
sports coupé bodies on the Con- 
tinental chassis. This was Curious in 
view of the fact that Mulliners were 
an independent concern at the time, 
whereas Park Ward — a wholly 
owned subsidiary of Rolls-Royce 
Ltd. — were by-passed for the task. 
Ultimately, all but fifteen of the 
208 R Continental chassis received 
this now famous Mulliner coach- 
work, which was designed and built 
with lightness and wind-cheating 
shape (as far as possible while re- 
taining the traditional Bentley 
radiator shell) as the primary consid- 
erations. As a result, the interior, 
though superbly executed in the 
traditional H.J.Mulliner manner, 
bordered on the spartan, and being 
the most expensive model in the 
Rolls-Royce range at that time, an 
increasing number of customers felt 
they were entitled to more heavily- 
padded seats and other creature 
comforts. Complying with these re- 
quirements seriously detracted from 
the original lightweight concept. 
Subsequent Continental coachwork 
was built with far less regard for 
weight-saving and from 1957 the 
coachbuilders’ persistent requests 
for permission to build four-door 
coachwork on the Continental chas- 
sis were acceded to by the Com- 


pany. 


The new Bentley Continental Convertible. 


The R-type Continental chassis 
was distinguished by being higher 
geared than the standard chassis, 
with a higher compression ratio and 
special high-efficiency exhaust sys- 
tem designed to absorb much less of 
the available engine power. These 
special features combined to enable 
the Continental to reach 50, 80 and 
100 m.p.h. in first, second and third 
gears respectively. A genuine 120 
m.p.h. was attainable in top. 
However, later Continental chassis 
— $1, S2 and $3 — as well as 


putting on more weight and carrying 
heavier coachwork, complied prog- 
ressively closer to standard chassis 
specification. The table below 
makes this clear. Automatic gearbox 
was optional from the R-type Con- 
tinental D series and standard on the 
$1 Continental. Only 15 or so of the 
431 $1 Continentals were fitted with 
the manual ‘box before the manual 
option was withdrawn later in that 
model’s production run. 
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FEATURES OF CONTINENTAL MODELS NOT POSSESSED BY STANDARD 


BENTLEYS, R-TYPE TO S3 INCLUSIVE: 


SY 
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$2 NO NO YES*** YES 
$3 NO NO NO YES*** 


* Separate gauges for amps, fuel, coolant temperature and oil pressure in lieu of four-in-one 
instrument fitted on standard chassis. R Continental had oil temperature gauge. 
** Standard S1 from early E series had same compression ratio as Continental (8:1) 
*** Standard final drive ratio (3.08:1) from chassis No. BC1O0BY. 
**** Standard front brakes from chassis No. BC166XA. 


Below: Original Mulliner styling for the R-type Continental. All but 15 of the 
208 R Continental chassis wore this design of coachwork, though with an 


almost infinite variety of individual detail variations. 
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sis were acceded to by the Com- 


pany. 


The new Bentley Continental Convertible. 


The R-type Continental chassis 
was distinguished by being higher 
geared than the standard chassis, 
with a higher compression ratio and 
special high-efficiency exhaust sys- 
tem designed to absorb much less of 
the available engine power. These 
special features combined to enable 
the Continental to reach 50, 80 and 
100 m.p.h. in first, second and third 
gears respectively. A genuine 120 
m.p.h. was attainable in top. 
However, later Continental chassis 
— $1, S2 and $3 — as well as 


putting on more weight and carrying 
heavier coachwork, complied prog- 
ressively closer to standard chassis 
specification. The table below 
makes this clear. Automatic gearbox 
was optional from the R-type Con- 
tinental D series and standard on the 
$1 Continental. Only 15 or so of the 
431 $1 Continentals were fitted with 
the manual 'box before the manual 
option was withdrawn later in that 
model's production run. 


M.1.B. 


FEATURES OF CONTINENTAL MODELS NOT POSSESSED BY STANDARD 


BENTLEYS, R-TYPE TO S3 INCLUSIVE: 


YES**** 


* Separate gauges for amps, fuel, coolant temperature and oil pressure in lieu of four-in-one 
instrument fitted on standard chassis. R Continental had oil temperature gauge. 
** Standard $1 from early E series had same compression ratio as Continental (8:1) 
*** Standard final drive ratio (3.08:1) from chassis No. BC1OOBY. 
**** Standard front brakes from chassis No. BC166XA. 


Below: Original Mulliner styling for the R-type Continental. All but 15 of the 
208 R Continental chassis wore this design of coachwork, though with an 


almost infinite variety of individual detail variations. 


‘ 
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From 1957, four-door coachwork became available on 
the Bentley Continental chassis. H.J.Mulliner’s design 
was Called the Flying Spur and remained largely 
unchanged through $1, $2 and $3. This is their S2 Flying 
Spur. 


Similar styling was continued for the $1 Continental, 
though with a higher front wingline. 


5 


Park Ward’s Continental designs were perhaps rather ...and the same firm’s drophead coupé, also on the $1 
more restrained than Mulliner’s. This is a Park Ward S1 Continental chassis. 
Continental two-door sports saloon... 


p= ae oe Ee: 


For the $2 Continental Mulliners forsook their famous Park Ward took the bold step of abandoning tradition 


“fastback” styling for their two-door Continental in almost entirely for the $2 Continental. The result was this 


favour of this particularly sleek design. The wrap-around very lithe drophead coupé. 
glass front and rear is perhaps a little passé to the ; 
modern eye. 


For the $3 Continental, all coachbuilders’ designs 
remained unchanged except for the adoption of the 
familiar four headlight system. The Park Ward design 
shown here incorporated this feature in a particularly 
novel and stylish manner. This is the drophead coupé, 
but a two-door saloon with similar styling was also 


All photos courtesy of Rolls-Royce Motors (from the offered by the coachbuilder — by then the combined 
editor’s collection). firm H.J.Mulliner, Park Ward. 
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ROLLS-ROYCE 
OWNERS’ CLUB 


A descriptive advertisment of reasonable length 
is free to those members who do not regularly deal 
in selling or servicing of Roll-Rayce and Bentley 
cars or equipment. Others are charged $15.00 per 
advertisement (less for multiple advertisements). 

A fixed charge of $10.00 is made for each 
Picture to accompany an advertisement from any 
person. Photographs should be clear black and 
white or colour prints. Please send a duplicate print 
as retum cannot be guaranteed 
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MARKET PLACE 


Cheques should be made payable to R.R.O.C 
and must accompany advertisement 


CLASSIFIED 
ADVERTISING 


Classified advertisements should be factual and 
truthful. Persons found misrepresenting cars. parts 
or services will be denied further advertising 
Those advertisements relating to cars for sale srest 
specify chassis number and price. All classified 
ads will be edited and may be condensed and may 
be rejected without explanation or discussion 
Facts and data for each advertisement should be 
typed or handwritten clearly on letter size white 
paper and forwarded to Keith Wherry, 105A 
Clarence Street. Sydney 2000 


Deadlines are 21st July (August issue), 21st September (October issue), 21st November (December issue), 21st January 


(February issue), 21st March (April issue), 21st 


be accepted. 


BRUCE R. ROSS PTY. LTD. offer: 


1923 20 h.p. Close-coupled Fixed Head Coupe 
(82K9) Immaculate condition, fully restored. 
$29,500. 


1962 Silver Cloud III (SCX 449), Sand over Sable, 
Light Green trim. A fine example of this much 
sought after model. Mechanically Al. Excellent 
appearance. $27,000. 


1953 Bentley R-type Continental by H.J. Mulliner 
(BC25B) An exquisite example of this rare and 
sought-after model. Synchro ‘box. Mileage 93,000. 
Midnight Blue, pale blue hide upholstery. $40,000. 
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1967 Silver Shadow (SRH1913) Shell Grey, bone 
interior. 4-speed auto. Excellent condition, very well 
maintained. History available. 12 months registra- 
tion. Michelin radials. $29,500. 


ay (June issue), although late advertisements may sometimes be able to 


1956 Bentley $1 (B426 AN), Tudor Grey with 
matching Light Grey trim, in excellent condition, 
(History available). No expense spared to put this 
vehicle in Al condition. $19,000. 


1969 Silver Shadow (SRH5272) ex-Governor of 
Victoria. Cardinal Red, bone leather upholstery 


3-speed auto. Excellent condition with full history 
available. $32,000. 


Rolls-Royce and Bently Parts and Service, including mechanical and coachwork restorations and repairs. Extensive range of spare parts for all models including 


hard-to-get parts. Over 10,000 stock lines 1904-1983 — engine, electrical, transmission and chassis parts - 


genuine tools, handbooks, workshop manuals, body panels, 


original Mk.VI/Dawn door and boot seals, original Cloud series door seals, Silver Wraith/Dawn/Mk.VI fog tights, Dawn/Mk.VI etc. roof aerials, exchange refurbished 
lbadged headlights, Shadow hubcaps (plain and ventilated), Dawn/Mk.V1 clutch housings to convert 10” clutch to 11”, thousands of body items, special nuts, bolts and 


screws, many obsolete items. 


This month’s special 


That missing item from most Bentley Mk V1/R and 
Silver Dawns: The Bakelite type Battery Box Cover, 
available at $22.50 each retail. 


JS R0u3S8 
‘TOP CovEeR 


BRUCE R. ROSS PTY. LTD. 


Genuine Oil Filter Kits to suit Silver Shadow and 
Bentley T, Silver Cloud II and III, Bentley $2 and $3. 
Kit includes all seals and washers. Normal price 
retail $48.06. This month: Three (3) for $100.00. 


340 PENNANT HILLS ROAD, PENNANT HILLS, 2120 


PARTS FOR SALE 


Pair six wheel equipped front guards, suit 
Ghost or early Pl. Jim Redman (02) 33 0511 
(w), 46 4254 (h). 


(02) 84 1239, 84 1253. Telex: AA24158 


Bentiey S1 wrecking. Most parts available to 
suit SCI & $1. Many parts also suit SCII & Ill 
and §S2 and S3. John Mannering (02) 
888 3451. 


PARTS WANTED 


Radiomobile Push Button radio to suit Silver 
Cloud Ill, prefer model 920T, in any condi- 
tion. Please phone (07) 371 3333 Keith Bren- 
nan. (Reverse Charges). 


ROLLS-ROYCE CONTINENTAL? 


The term “Continental” was ap- 
plied to two Rolls-Royce models 
prior to World War Il. These were 
the Silver Ghost variant often refer- 
red to as the “Alpine Eagle” and the 
special short chassis Phantom Il. 
After the war, the name Continental 
was revived for special coachbuilt 
versions of the Bentley models from 
R-type to $3 inclusive. At no time 
since the war has the description 
“Continental” been applied by the 
Company to any cars other than 
Bentleys. What then of Keith Bren- 
nan’s superbly restored Mulliner, 
Park Ward Silver Cloud Ill that 
attracted so much admiring atten- 
tion at Bathurst? This car, and others 
like it, are sometimes incorrectly 
described as “Continentals”. 


The coachwork on these special 
Silver Cloud III chassis was original- 
ly designed specifically and exclu- 
sively for the Bentley Continental, 
but a change of Company policy 
saw it offered, from 1963, on the 
Rolls-Royce (Silver Cloud III) chassis 
also. The same applies to the Mullin- 
er “Flying Spur” four-door saloon, 
which prior to 1963 was also a 
“Bentley Continental only” body 
style. These Silver Cloud III’s had a 
lower steering column rake than the 
standard cars and were identified by 
the letter ‘C’ after the chassis num- 
ber. For example, Keith Brennan's 
car is Chassis No. SGT585C. This 
letter ‘C’, according to the Rolls- 
Royce Motors Technical Publica- 
tions Department “Chassis Numbers 
Booklet”, denotes not “Continental” 
but “Coachbuilt”, quote: “... the 
letter ‘C’ following the chassis num- 
ber indicates a coachbuilt car.” The 
Company, therefore, does not admit 
to the existence of any such thing as 
a Silver Cloud III Continental. They 
do, however, point out that a few 
Silver Cloud IIl’s embraced a “Bent- 
ley Continental Specification” to 
special order. This in practice means 
little since the engine, exhaust sys- 
tem and gear ratio differences that 
formerly distinguished Bentley Con- 
tinentals had by 1963 long since 
been abandoned. The R-type Con- 
tinental was the last to have a 
special high-efficiency exhaust sys- 
tem, the S1 saw out special engine 


998 


_ modifications for the Continental 


while the higher rear axle ratio was 


dropped part way through the S2 


Continental’s production run. This 
left, by the time the $3 appeared, 
only the narrower section tyres (8.00 
x 15 in lieu of 8.20 x 15) and special 
Continental instrumentation (revolu- 
tion counter and separately housed 
instruments in lieu of a four-in-one 
instrument for amps, fuel, oil press- 
ure and coolant temperature). 


incidently, when the Silver Sha- 
dow was introduced in 1965, pro- 
duction of these coachbuilt Silver 
Cloud III’s and Bentley $3 Continen- 
tals continued for a few months. The 
chassis numbering of the Bentley 
Continental continued unchanged, 
but that of the Silver Cloud III ran as 
follows from April 1965:— 


CSC1B to CSC141B (April 1965 
to Decem- 
ber 1965) 

CSCIC to CSC81C (November 
1965 to 
February 
1966) 


New South Wales member lan 
Bennell’s Silver Cloud Ill drophead 
coupé is a fine example of these 
later coachbuilt cars (Chassis Num- 
ber CSC45B). 


M.1.B. 


After aquiring his MK. V1 Bentley 
B147DZ, Victoria Branch member 
Derek Rice was concerned that it 
might be prone to overheating. A 
test run, however, proved reassur- 
ing. He was inspired to break into 
verse as a result. 


THE TEST RUN 


(MARCH 1980) 
by Derek Rice 


We took a route to Lilydale 
on roads that ran askew 
while cutting across the country 
on ways we little knew; 
with old Mt. Dandenong at one 
o'clock 
like a star to lead the way 
the old Mk. VI was purring on 
as we stripped the miles away. 


The morning air was fresh and still 
as we ran between the trees 
while rolling on at a steady pace 
turning stillness into breeze; 
Mt. Dandenong had slipped from 

view 


and we hoped that we were right, 
but at the end was Lilydale 
in the morning light. 


So we veered away and headed 
north 

towards that distant hill 
with grazing flats passing by 

and Harry at the wheel. 
Charles said, “The needle never 
varies” 

and | had no need to fear 
so | listened to a ballad 

as that distant hill drew near. 


But the Black Spur is well-renowned 
and this would be the test. 

Would this Mk. VI take it cool 
and lay my fears to rest, 

or would she start to overheat 
while making me a fool, 

or would my latest Bentley 
be the exception to the rule? 


We started up that grade 
and held a steady pace, 
my eye was on the thermometer 
and | wore a furrowed face. 
Harry dropped a gear as we swung 
through each hairpin curve 
but the old Mk. VI kept running cool 
and soon restored my nerve. 


We never slackened pace 
even at the steepest pinch 
but the needle never varied 
and didn’t move an inch, 
although the sun got warmer 
with shafts of slanting light; 
the old Mk. VI had made the grade 
and the top was now in sight. 


So then we took a break 
to have a joyful drink 
and although we were going fishing 
| had the time to think, 
of how Charles had told me 
that the needle wouldn’t move, 
but | needed the reassurance 
that a test like this would prove. 


During the afternoon 
with eighteen lovely fish 
the car was running better 
than my wildest wish. 
We had a trout for every friend 
who waited our return 
and | had the reassurance 
that heat was no concern. 


Courtesy of the Victoria Branch 
Newsletter. Photo: Roger Thiedeman 
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1971 Silver Shadow, Seychelles 
blue with blue leather. York Motors 
delivery, with genuine 100,000km 
and log book. $35,000. 


1976 Silver Shadow, pewter with 
navy leather. 80,000km, York 
Motors delivery, excellent 
condition. $57,950. 


1975 Silver Shadow, green metallic, 
with dark green everflex top and 
green leather. York Motors delivery, 
2 owner car, genuine 95,000km, 
books. $49,950. 


1975 Silver Shadow, chrome yellow 
with champagne leather, one 
owner. York Motors delivery. 
80,000km with books and very well 
maintained. $52,950. 


Chatswood Classic Cars, Pacific 
Highway Chatswood. (02) 
411 5888. Ask for Lydnon Dennis or 
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1936 25/30h.p. Limousine, chassis no. 
GUNS, engine no. N28R, Reg. no. RPE 686. 
All aluminium body by Hooper, with face- 
forward occasional seats. Leather upholstery 
in front, Bedford cloth in rear. 78,000 miles 
from new. Excellent order, $26,000. Lionel 
Renfrey, 6 Bickham Crt., Dernancourt, South 
Australia 5075. (08) 261 6137. 


1924 Silver Ghost 15RW tourer with folding 
rear screen and occassional seats. Regularly 
rallied for years. 4WB conversion. Stainless 
Steel exhaust system. Reliable, quiet 
performance. $45,000. Jim Cooper, 251 
Bannons Lane, Yarrambat, Vic. 3091, (03) 
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SOUTH AUSTRALIA 
PRESIDENT Andrew Brownell 


1958 Silver Cloud I (SGE 298), Australian 
delivery. Impeccable history. Fully restored 
and in excellent condition. Unmarked dark 
blue duco. Grey leather/felt interior. Air 
conditioning, power steering. Full service 
history available. 158,000 miles. Engine No. 
SE399. N.S.W. Reg. No. RRR111. 
$31,000.00. Noel Robinson, (07) 839 5266 
(w), 268 4196 (h). 


1920 Silver Ghost Tourer, (18TW) — Alpine 
Eagle Chassis. Currently undergoing full res- 
toration including new body, radiator etc. 
Offered for sale only due to impending 
purchase of earlier L/E Ghost. Price $60,000, 
or negotiable, depending on stage of restora- 
tion when sold. Will be finished Feb-March in 
time to drive to Perth! John Ham (062) 
58 2587. 
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